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My cultural origin lies in Arabic Islamic culture. It is based on a diversity of architecture, customs, literature, politics, and lifestyle. Islamic culture has distinct elements that give it meaning. Elements include arts that involve creative endeavors and disciplines. The main pillars in this include alms, prayer, the profession of faith, and pilgrimage. The types of food consumed are known as halal which respects Islamic form of slaughtering animals or poultry. sports held by the nation, the art of dance in music that involves the rhythm and melody which are dominant. Music is melodies are planned in terms of modes known as “maqamat”.
The sense of belonging to the Arabic Islamic culture has been led by the shared values, beliefs, and norms of the people we are living with within the country. In the Islamic culture, they uphold Islam religion which has the majority in the country with three-quarters being Muslims. The Islamic beliefs in fasting and prayer have shaped the personality. In the public figures are expected to confess about belief in Allah, belief in the day of judgment, belief in holy books, belief in prophets, this has come from the cultural beliefs of Islamic culture. With these beliefs, there is the incorporation of values to the administration of the states. Since I have grown up in a country and a family that upholds the Islamic religion this has automatically made me a Muslim.
The cultural difference became evident when I immigrated to the US. Interacting with people who have a western culture. The types of beliefs contradict, the genre of music listen, in the Islamic culture during performing music they believe that musical instruments are forbidden which is un contrary to the western culture where music instruments are seen to be important in making the songs more entertaining. Islamic culture beliefs in the vocal codes only, in their art they have incorporated both religious and Muslim traditions.
  In my opinion neighborhood influences individual culture through social cohesion and social controls. Islamic culture gives guidelines to be followed related to economics, environment, and relationship to other humans in their neighborhood. There are two main basic principles related to the neighborhood which are privacy and avoiding breaking another person’s right, this principle will help in developing peaceful co-existence among the people in the society. The principal also advocates for the avoidance of violating the privacy of their neighbors. According to the Islamic culture, some values are incorporated when they are designing houses, from these values there is an influence in their housing patterns and the neighborhood.
The favorite dishes are rice with halal meat (it can be cow, or lamb), biryani, couscous, stuffed veggies like zucchini, grape leaves, and egg plants, garlic mustard fish let. My favorite books include our holly book Quran, I carefully read at least two pages every day, history of Arab people. In general, I like to read about many things like geography, history, politics, science. My favorite music is classic Arabic music, but on Friday which is a special holly day for Muslims, I listen to nasheeds that are moral and religious which have no musical instruments, Nasheeds use musical percussion instruments known as daff. My popular arts are painting, film stories, and literature. Caftan is our traditional dress, it is becoming day after day famous allover the world because of the creativity of the Moroccan designers and fashionists. In my country there is a lot of dances and folklores, each dance is related to a specific part of the country, but the one I like the most is called Ahidous which is a collective performance of men and women. From elements cited that are constituents of the culture are important because they give meaning to my culture and distinguishes it from other cultures. 
I belong to the female gender. Culture has dictated the roles that gender should undertake in society accordingly. Gender roles are based on biological facts that are determined by the sex a person belongs. The social role has played a big part in determining the roles, this has influenced the social structure that determines the division of labor that causes gendered social behavior. Gender roles have become challenging due to changing social structure. Islamic gender roles wives were expected to be obedient and mothers taking care of the families. Men are given the role of guardianship for the provision of family upkeep; this will help to avoid crisis between the spouses in a family setting. The Quran, states that men as protectors and maintainers of women. Young girls grew up in harem where they were taught their roles at a tender age.
Back home, I have conformed to the gender roles by growing in the harem (women) which was out of bound to males with an exemption of masters of the house. After I immigrated to US., I was surprised and impressed with the feminine role in this society.  Both genders participate equally in different jobs and activities. This country is a good example of the real Women’s Equality. Therefore, I decided to be one of those productive women, instead of overseeing domestic chores. I decided to go to college, earn a degree, work outside the house, and serve our community. My dream is to represent my back home country in my second country US. 
    The culture has shown significance in resting forms of oppression by ensuring comfort to all people, due to diversity people have respect for the cultures and differences. The most common oppression in the Islamic culture prevents the empowerment of women who have been sabotaged by political ideologies. There is also sexual oppression inflicted on women. A country that has shown women oppression is Saudi Arabia and Afghanistan, this has been instituted by sharia laws and Wahhabi culture. To fight against this a group of feminists from the country came up with strategies by establishing an internet radio station to fight for space for women.
The culture has accommodated the diversity of the people from this am in a position to learn that for peaceful coexistence people must put their differences aside despite the variation in cultural beliefs. There is a need for people to embrace cultural practices that are beneficial to all this is due to interdependence among the people that have led to social interactions. Social interactions are necessary because they give room for economic activities that will help eradicate poverty among the disadvantaged in society.  Islamic culture has played a major role in fighting religious oppression by giving freedom to the establishment of various denominations without discrimination of religious beliefs. There is a need to avoid struggles caused by the culture to prevent retrogressive moves to the people.   











                                              		

